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These poems, the first to be published by
the author, range from the philosophical
where the vocabulary is starkly simple to
those in which a philosophical problem is
touched on with ironic wit. There are
nature poems, but nature is never dealt with
for its own sake: some other element
always enters, be it human and personal or
supranatural and numinous. There are love
poems, which are erotic in situation, but
where again the language operates on
several levels of meaning. A number of
poems are concerned with the relationship
between an inner vision and the experience
of the external world. At times a schism
breaks the relationship, other poems deal
with the brief perfection of that
relationship; such moments are natural to
childhood, but the loss of childhood
innocence is treated unsentimentally. This
theme of the spirits drive towards some
kind of unity--towards a vision that would
embrace and order the flux of
existence--also involves the question of
communication: when the schism occurs
the poet is isolated and silenced.
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