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Excerpt:
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INTRODUCTION Browning has the
fertility of the hybrid. When we have to do
with poetry of such marked characteristics
as Brownings, we can scarcely do better by
way of commencement than get a firm
grasp of his personality. Even the
elementary facts of his parentage and early
life are significant, and in respect of some
of them it is difficult not to feel that they
have a direct connection with certain
salient features of his poetic thought and
method. In the first place there is the fact of
his mixed parentage. It is generally held
that a mingling of races produces a
community of conspicuous vigour, and that
persons of mixed ancestry are superior in
mental and physical endowment to those
whose progenitors are drawn from a
narrow area. Robert Browning is a case in
point. Born at Southampton Street,
Camberwell, then a suburban district of
London, on May 7, 1812, he was the son of
an Englishman married to the daughter of a
German,* who had himself married a
Scotswoman. Not only so, but this
Englishman-- Robert Browning, the
father--was the son of an Englishman who
had married a Creole wife. That is to say,
of Brownings four grandparents only one
was purely English; one was German, one
Scotch, and one Creole. Unless, therefore,
the fertility of the hybrid is altogether a
myth, the variety and persistence of
Brownings mental energy must be
connected, in part at least, with the mixture
of race to be found in his immediate
progenitors. Brownings Home. But
whether this be so or not, it is at least
certain that the circumstances of his early
life were such as to give full play to the
development of his genius--that is, of his
inborn qualities of mind. His father was for
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fifty years a clerk in the Bank of England;
his mother, according to Carlyle, the type
of a Scottish gentlewoman. Besi...
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